
 

 

 
 
Afternoon all, 
 
First and foremost, here’s to a safe and short lockdown. Let’s commit and do all we can to 
ensure we return to our normal as soon as possible. 
 
Secondly, thank you all for your commitment to NBHS rugby in 2021. As coaches and or 
parents/extended whanau support you’ve all played your part in ensuring our young men have 
been able to play and build friendships through rugby in 2021.  
 
As we embark on hopefully a short lockdown we will do all we can to keep you informed and 
up to date with any information and notifications we receive. To this end have just received 
notification from NZRU via HBRU that all community rugby throughout NZ this weekend 
has been cancelled. Whether those games, particularly finals will be rescheduled is at this time 
unknown. Duration of lockdown will undoubtably influence this, we’ll give you updates as 
soon as we know. 
 
Regarding upcoming winter rugby tournaments for U14 and U15 teams all we can do is 
continue to prepare in isolation, as if they are going ahead. Experience tells us that all efforts 
will be made for these tournaments to occur if it is safe to do so under government and 
ministry of education directives. Again we’ll keep you updated with any information we 
receive.  
 
Please reinforce to your young men how important it is for their physical and mental fitness to 
stay active over these lockdowns. Stay connected with their teammates through social media, 
squadding up etc and peer fitness challenges/competitions. Their team friendships and 
connections are really important through lockdowns, and this is where social media and 
technology can really be a really positive force.  
 
Thanks again to all those who have supported rugby in 2021. Special thanks and recognition to 
our incredible volunteer rugby coaches at NBHS. You are the backbone of rugby at NBHS and 
ensure that our young men have the best rugby experience and build such strong friendships 
through rugby.  
 
Stay safe, we look forward to catching up soon on the other side.  
 
 
Brendon Ratcliffe  
NBHS Director of Rugby 

 


