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more than any.  It read: “Heartiest congratulations on splendid 
victory.  Great work.  Jack Lovelock.”  Matthews recalled years 
later that he owed his success in Sydney, where newspapers 
dubbed him the “Nurmi of the Empire”, (after the great Finn, 
Paavo Nurmi, who dominated middle and long-distance running 
in the 1920s) to Lovelock and his advice. 
 

Matthews regained his New Zealand three-mile title in 1938 and 
great things were expected of Matthews at the 1940 Olympic 
Games first scheduled for Tokyo and then moved to Helsinki, but 
World War 11 brought a halt to the Games as well as Matthew’s 
career as he drifted away from top athletics.  Cecil Matthews 
served in the Air Force in World War 11.  From 1954 Cecil Mat-
thews was a well-respected Master at Napier Boys’ High School, 
and as Athletics coach, Woodwork teacher, and Form Master, 
until leaving to take up a position at Dilworth School, Auckland, 
in 1967.  He died in Auckland in 1987 aged 73.  Cecil Matthews 
was inducted into the New Zealand Sports Hall of Fame in 1996. 
Chris Geddis 
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Editorial... 
With the Olympic Games having been held in August this year in 
Rio de Janeiro (Rio), there was great expectation, that our athletes 
would “ bring home the gold”, especially in our traditional athletic 
events such as the Men’s 1500 metre track event.  At the Berlin 
Olympics in 1936 Napier Boys’ High School had a connection, 
somewhat tenuous, long after the fact in the name of one Cecil 
Matthews, destined to teach at NBHS.  When New Zealand’s Jack 
Lovelock won the 1500 metres at the Berlin Olympic Games in 
1936 in a then-record time of 3:47.8.  Starting a middle distance 
tradition continued most notably by Peter Snell and John Walker, 
in the gold department, John Davies and Rod Dixon in the bronze 
department and now Nick Willis in the silver and bronze depart-
ments.  It was New Zealand’s sole gold in Germany,  He was our 
1st gold medalist in athletics, and only its third gold medal ever.  
The gold medal was presented to him by the head of Germany’s 
Olympic Committee, Theodor Lewald.  He was also given a year-
old seedling of a Black Forest oak tree, a symbol of Germany pre-
sented to gold medal winners.  The presentation was not made by 
Adolf Hitler as some media reported.  Lovelock gave the tree to 
his teammate Cecil Matthews, who was returning to New Zealand.  
Cecil Matthews had competed in the 5,000 metres in Berlin 1936 
Olympics but failed to qualify for the final, finishing seventh in his 
heat and was scratched from the 10,000 metres.  He had tendon 
problems from running on the decks of the Wanganella on the long 
sea voyage to Berlin.  Matthews carried back to New Zealand the 
potted oak, but by the time it arrived it was in poor condition.  The 
curator of the Christchurch Botanical Gardens, James McPherson, 
nursed it back to health.  In 1941, it was planted at Jack Love-
lock’s old school, Timaru Boys’ High School, where it continues 
to flourish as a large tree known as “Lovelock’s Oak.” 
 

Two years later in 1938, at the Empire Games held in Sydney, 
Cecil Matthews won the three miles in 13:59.6 breaking the Em-
pire Games record by 28 seconds and was only nine seconds out-
side the world record and a time that remained the New Zealand 
record for 15 years.  Six days later, Matthews ran the six miles in 
30:14.5, another Empire Games record, and won by half a lap.  
Among the 53 cablegrams that poured into the New Zealand head-
quarters for Matthews after his great double was one he cherished 

Cecil  Matthews 



MemorabiliaMemorabiliaMemorabiliaMemorabilia 
The School has a growing collection of Memorabilia in our 

Archives which includes war medals and artefacts, photographs 
and printed material, prize books, uniforms and many other 

items pertaining to the School its Old Boys.  If you have anything 
you think we may be interested in, please contact us. 

Phillip Rankin - Archivist 

News from the 
School 

From the Headmaster….. 
Some of the highlights this year 
have been the successful House 
swimming (won, just, by Scinde) 
and athletics.  These days showed 
school spirit to the fore and I was 

impressed by how engaged all the boys were 
whether participating or spectating.  The 
cricket XI has gone from strength to 
strength and we are proud that they have 
won their Hawke’s Bay qualifiers in the 
Gillette Cup and went to Palmerston North 
at Easter to vie for a place in the final six at 
Lincoln in December.  Volleyball also won 
through their regional qualifying tournament 
with a nail-biting win over Gisborne Boys; 
High School.  Our athletes performed well 
at the regional secondary schools’ competi-
tion last week with Toby Archer in year 10 
breaking a very old 200m record in the Jun-
ior Boys’ at the school event.  There have 
been some impressive results from the surf 
lifesavers.  A number of debating teams 
competed well at the Russell McVeagh tour-
nament in Hastings.  In service, the year 
13’s led a great group of over forty boys in 
the annual Relay for Life and raised a signif-
icant amount for cancer support.  It was 
pleasing to recognise a number of boys for 
the completion of their Silver and Bronze 
Duke of Edinburgh awards at an assembly 
where the Mayor was our guest presenter. 
 

I would particularly like to thank all the 
staff, parents and other helpers who guide 
the summer sports programmes at school 
and more particularly the summer national 
tournament week of competition that took 
our boys to Twizel (Rowing), Rotorua 
(Waka Ama), Palmerston North (Junior Ca-
noe Polo – 6th), Palmerston North 
(Volleyball) and Wellington (Futsal). Bas-
ketball was also represented at a North Is-
land tournament in Palmerston North.  
Highlights of the week were the Senior Fut-
sal team who were 2nd in New Zealand, 
beating fancied schools such as Mount Al-
bert Grammar along the way to a closely 
fought final with Kavanagh College of Dun-
edin.  Truman Stuart gained a bronze in the 
U19 Boys W1 at Waka Ama, where the 
novice W6 Ahuriri crew finished 2nd in the 
Bowl final; Junior Basketball won the Prem-
ier grade and are North Island champions – 
an outstanding effort.  Our rowing U15 pair 
missed a finals berth by 0.5 seconds, while 
we also had cricket represented at the Cen-

tral Districts final where they ran New 
Plymouth Boys’ High School extremely 
close in the semi-final. If that’s not enough 
a group of swimmers completed a race 
crossing of Auckland Harbour to Rangi-
toto with Hadlee Dyer winning his catego-
ry.  Without the goodwill of the staff and 
parents concerned, these trips would simp-
ly not happen. 
 

This school ANZAC service has been an-
other important milestone in the year and I 
was proud of boys’ contribution to this 
event and their sense of occasion.  It was a 
pleasure, in particular, to welcome back 
our Head Prefect from 1971, former army 
major, Mr Philip Blundell, recently invest-
ed as a Member of the New Zealand Order 
of Merit.  
 

The Premier Basketball side won the Su-
per 8 tournament for the first time since 
2006, beating a very strong New Plymouth 
team in the final.   This was a testament to 
the work put in by Old Boys’ Damon and 
Dwayne Davies to our basketball pro-
gramme under the guidance of Mrs 
Kirsten Taylor. 
 

Those who were able to attend the musical 
“Grease” would have appreciated, as I did, 
the quality of both the performances and 
the production overall.  My thanks go to 
the staff of Girls’ High for their tireless 
work but, equally, I was very proud of the 
efforts of our performers: they continue a 
tradition of quality musicals at the school.  
On this theme, it was gratifying that the 
school was once again, after a gap of four 
years, represented at the Big Sing – an 
event which packed out the Waiapu Cathe-
dral.  Our choir has laid the foundation for 
real growth next year with our formal vo-
cal groups; when coupled with the two 
bands (Fyveyes and Critical Theory) who 
have made the regional Rockquest finals 
and the Pasifika Beats duo who won their 
regional competition, the cultural depth is 
extremely promising.  Our junior debaters 
won their event at the Super 8 Cultural 
Festival and this was then topped by the 
Year 13 Debating team who won the sec-
ond annual Plate debate against Girls’ 
High.  
 

In other cultural news, our new Barber-
shop chorus finished third at the regional 
championships and represented the school 
at the national completion later in Septem-
ber.  This group represents the continued 
renaissance of our vocal groups at Boys’ 
High following on from the return of the 
school to the Big Sing; it is encouraging to 

“Columns” is Proudly 
sponsored by 

see the range of students involved.  Not to be 
outdone, the Chess team won the Hawke’s 
Bay title for the third year running and was 
fifth in New Zealand. 
 

Rockquest was a triumph with Critical Theo-
ry winning the regional title and gaining a 
shot at the nationals, while the duo of Ameke 
Tiomai and Tomairangi Henare won the 
Pasifika Beats competition.  
 

The news that our large Orienteering team 
had won the National Schools’ title for the 
13th year running was surely a record in 
School sport in New Zealand.  As a result 
five students will be selected to attend the 
world championships in Italy next April.  
This is a testament to the commitment of 
Forlong-Ford and Derek Morrison.  
 

The main highlight of term four was, un-
doubtedly the annual Polson Banner ex-
change with Palmerston North Boys’ High 
School.  This event dates back to 1904 and 
this year involved 13 teams in six events.  
NBHS “won” the event overall, with seven 
wins, three draws and four losses.  The Golf, 
Senior and Junior Debating, Basketball, 2nd 
XV, Development XV and U15 Rugby teams 
all won, while the 1st XV drew 17 – 17 in a 
keenly-fought match, meaning the Polson 
Banner stays with Palmerston North Boys’ 
High School for another year; the football 1st 
XI drew 1-1 in a match they dominated, as 
did the Junior football.  It was a great day all-
round, drawing good crowds and proud sup-
port from the boys and old boys across the 
fixtures.  
 

The winter tournament week featured some 
mixed fortunes from our top sides but the 
highlight was the Football 1st XI’s 5th place 
in New Zealand – the top non-Auckland 
school.  Given Mr Pete McGlashan’s forty 
years coaching over his time at the school, 
this was a fitting way for him to sign off 
from coaching the 1st XI.  The other notable 
finish went to the Junior Basketball who 
came third in their regional premiership.  
Basketball couldn’t quite replicate their Su-
per 8 success, going down in a nail-biter to 
New Plymouth Boys’ High School, a match 
which put us out of national qualification.  
Hockey had a tough first two days at Rankin 
Cup in Wellington but rallied in post-pool 
play to keep this young side in the top flight 
for 2017, while U15 Rugby had a tough time 
with injuries but rallied in their final match 
to put away Hastings Boys’ High School.  
 

Not to be outdone, our Clay Target shooting 
team bagged a swag of medals and trophies 
at the Hawke’s Bay event, most notably win-
ning top school with Louis Bird continuing 
his strong form.  Our small swimming team 
of six came 5th in NZ at the Secondary 
School nationals with Trent Kamper taking 
out six medals including one gold.  I would 
thank all the staff and parents who coached, 
managed and volunteered with these teams 
over the season.  Without them, nothing 
would be possible. 



On twelve days from late June the school 
flag has been flying half-mast in memory 
of those Old Boys who died one hundred 
years ago in the Great War - most on the 
Western Front in the horrendous Battle of 
the Somme.  As well as serving in the vari-
ous branches of the New Zealand Expedi-
tionary Forces the school had men in the 
Australian Imperial Force and in British 
Regiments, and we lost our first airman, 
2nd Lt John Laurie Reid (NBHS 1908-11) 
of the Royal Flying Corps.  Once again, I 
have devoted my 2016 Scindian report 
("Memory Lane") to the circumstances of 
those losses. 
 

One I will mention here is Sergeant Thom-
as George Airey Richardson (1887).  He 
was remarkable in that he was our oldest 
casualty (44) in what was largely a young 
man's war, and that he died on home soil 
after being repatriated from Gallipoli suf-
fering from "exposure".  He did recruiting 
work in Hawke's Bay until succumbing to 
war-induced debilitation and lies under a 
Commonwealth War Graves stone in the 
family plot in the Taradale Cemetery.  He 
is an interesting character, coming from a 
prominent military family he had attended 
Christ College before NBHS - our Head-
master was unimpressed and wrote 
"unsatisfactory" beside his name in the 
register.  Christ College's archivist has 
shared his record there with me, “a cham-
pion swimmer but with a declining aca-
demic achievement after a promising start 
in English and Divinity”.  His first taste of 
action was with the Third Contingent 
("Rough Riders") in South Africa.  He was 
one of five Old Boys farewelled with a 
"Smoke Concert" at the Masonic Hotel 
(held in conjunction with some HB Wan-
ganui Collegiate Old Boys).  He was brief-
ly a prisoner of the Boers, repatriated to 
New Zealand and re-enlisted as Lieutenant 
with the 9th Contingent.  His association 
with local militia continued and the Scindi-
an of 1909 reports that he presented the 
school with a "handsome magazine car-
bine" to be awarded to the best shooter of 
that year.  After initial rejection for the 
Main Body and with a reduction in rank he 
left for Gallipoli with the 2nd Reinforce-
ments. 
 

We are continuing to 'find' Old Boys who 
served in the Great War to add to our files 
and Judith has found our 83rd man for the 
Roll of Honour - another who while still in 
uniform and overseas succumbed to influ-
enza in 1919. 
 

Our focus has now shifted to the South 
Africa War (1899-1902), a difficult pro-
cess because military records are less in-

formative and school records incomplete.  
While we have added greatly to the list of 
those who served it looks as if the four 
names on the Roll of Honour will revert to 
the original two who appeared on the mar-
ble tablet erected in the old school room 
by the Old Boys' Association in 1904.  
Where is it now?  Girls' High, if you have 
it secreted away in the last BHS building, 
give it back! 
 

Again some interesting characters have 
emerged from our research, like the Porter 
brothers from Gisborne, two of the nine 
children born to Colonel T W Porter (of 
the Te Kooti campaigns) and Ngati Porou 
Chieftainess Herewaka Te Rangi Paia. 
 

Only Thomas (1881-85) made it into the 
Register, with a curt note from the Head-
master "This boy had recd no education.  
Scarcely fit for 1 Form".  And later, "Left 
at request of Father to join the military - 
the best course for the boy".  Thomas 
served in South Africa with the 7th Con-
tingent, which was commanded by his 
father.  In the 1902 Scindian the Cadet 
Corps notes report a visit to the school 
from Sergeant Major Porter, then a drill 
instructor with the Mounted Corps, men-
tioning that he "has gone unscathed 
through the following campaigns and ex-
peditions : Matabele War 1893, Chitral 
Rising (India) 1895, Jameson Raid 1896, 
Laingberg Expedition (Kaffir Rising) 
1897, Spanish-American War (Cuba).  
Later, as Tame Poata, he became an expert 
on Maori lore, an authority on fishing 
methods and, after 1920, an itinerant (and 
renowned) needle tattooist. 
 

His brother, Francis (1884-?) missing 
from the register) had 37 years active ser-
vice beginning with the New Zealand Tor-
pedo Corps and retiring from the Artillery 
in 1922.  He does not appear to have 
served overseas.  In 1926 he wrote to the 
Scindian "my spare time is devoted to 
Maori wood carving, principally mere-
meres for Rotary Clubs in New Zealand, 
Sydney, Nova Scotia, England, Scotland.  
Some have been presented to a couple of 
our high Admirals (Lord Jellicoe and 
Field), and some to foreign countries".  
Biographical notes attached to Thomas' 
war record originated from a family histo-
rian descended from the Poata family - she 
was at Motueka High School with me in 
the 1960s and our fathers were old cro-
nies.  I am hoping to make contact and 
learn more of this fascinating pair, and I 
don't think Coralie is aware of the NBHS 
connection. 
 

The old Scindians have been a great 
source of information and in the days of 

ArchivesArchivesArchivesArchives        
It was a pleasure to attend the re-
inaugurated Sports Dinner last week 
where all our top teams attended 
decked out in their competition strips.  
We were treated to short video trib-
utes to each code’s season and cele-
brated the top athletes in each sport as 
well as awarding the two top prizes on 
the night: Team of the year to the Fut-
sal side which came 2nd in NZ back in 
term one and Athlete of the year to 
Tim Farrell, who has made the NZ 
Secondary Schools’ Rugby side.  
Thanks go to Mr Bruce Smith for the 
excellent job in getting this annual 
event back up and running in a format 
which is sustainable for the future and 
invites maximum participation.  
 

Among the highlights were three for-
mal events: our annual Sports and 
Cultural prizegiving where we recog-
nised the achievements of our top 
performers in all facets of extra-
curricular school life; the Leavers’ 
Assembly which celebrated the con-
tribution of our year 13’s over their 
five years with us and concluded with 
an excellent address by Deputy Head 
Prefect, Tim Farrell; the End-of-Year 
Scinde House dinner which also cou-
ples as a farewell to the Year 13 
boarders – this was a wonderful cele-
bration of the culture of the boarding 
environment and there were not too 
many dry eyes at the end among the 
parents present. 
 

One other formal but unexpected 
event was the last senior assembly of 
the year.  Prior to it, two year 13 stu-
dents, Haeata Watson and Tauhe 
Kaweroa, had completed the writing 
and choreography for a new school 
haka – one specific to Napier Boys’ 
High School.  At this assembly they 
presented this koha to the school and 
gave a stirring rendition for the boys. 
We look forward to this haka becom-
ing part of the tradition of the school 
alongside Tika Tonu in much the 
same way the All Blacks perform 
both Ka mate Ka mate and Kapa O 
Pango. 
 

Two major building projects on the 
horizon: the rebuild of the Armour 
and Polson Blocks (23 classrooms in 
total) and the rebuild of Dorms 4 and 
5 in Scinde House. The latter project 
will be underway early term three 
with completion in time for the start 
of 2017.  The main school rebuild is 
entering the final design approval 
phase and this has been a challenging 
process for the school.  We are hope-
ful of a possible start to ground works 
before the end of the year. 
Matt Bertram 

 



the Great War helped provide a link 
between our soldiers and home.  In May 
1916 the editors published a list of the 
359 subscribers, many of them overseas 
or in camp (a couple already casualties).  
Old Boys report of their copies doing 
the rounds in billets and one, in hospital 
in Egypt after being evacuated from 
Gallipoli, bemoaned the fact that while 
mail was forwarded, newspapers and 
magazines sent from home were distrib-
uted amongst those still in the front line 
- what would become of his Scindian?  
The editors noted that copies were being 
sent to camps, YMCA canteens and 
military hospitals. 
 

Another task Judith and I have set our-
selves is to try and reconstruct the 
"missing roll" - the school Register does 
not begin until 1885.  While the Cen-
tenary Survey carries a list of "Those 
known to have attended before 1885" it 
must be far from complete, carries no 
first names nor dates.  I have trawled 
through many sources, beginning with 
our earliest named photograph, the 1st 
XI of 1878-79 and working through an 
Illuminated Address to Rev Campbell 
(1880), a school photo of 1885 and the 
cadets of 1887 where the older boys are 
pre-register.  Then I have sifted through 
the rolls of those who attended the reun-
ions of 1922, 1932 and 1947 (with pho-
tos of the oldest five).  Again the Scin-
dian is invaluable, the list of 1916 sub-
scribers, lists sent in by Old Boys, and 
the Old Boys' Column looking for any 
mention of "those at school in Rev 
Campbell's day".  We now have approx-
imately 250 on the pre-register list and 
Judith has been able to add names, ini-
tials and dates to the database.  It is sad 
that the Old Boys' Column has long 
disappeared from the Scindian, it is now 
much more of a Year Book. 
 

A surprise discovery, and more names 
for the database, has come from our 
latest returned treasure; a photograph of 
the Boarders of 1930, donated by 
Maureen Culver whose father, John G 
Boyd sits in the front row.  What is re-
markable is that sitting amongst the 
great hairy beasts are twelve Junior 
Boarders, some tiny and as young as six 
and seven.  The new boys amongst them 
are not in the register although the Jun-
iors of 1929 are.  These little fellows 
attended Te Awa School although they 
wear the BHS uniform.  When our prep 
school was abolished in 1924 the jun-
iors attended Central School and then 
after the move in 1926, Te Awa.  It is 
my belief that no Junior Boarders were 
taken in after the Earthquake (the Cen-
tenary History says none were taken 
after 1927 but that is demonstrably 

wrong) with the much reduced dormito-
ry space.  One or two of the boys in the 
1930 photo reappear in the register after 
1932, as High School boys.  Our last 
juniors are now on the database, includ-
ing John Boyd, the key to the mystery.  
In the early days, of course, the bulk of 
our student population were primary 
pupils.  One of our pre-1885 Old Boys 
claimed to have been a student of NBHS 
since 1866 - as we were not established 
until 1872 and classes didn't begin until 
1874 this would appear impossible.  I 
surmise that Mr W Harding must have 
begun his education in one of a number 
of one-room schools that opened and 
closed as school masters moved in and 
on and did his last two years in the sta-
bility of Rev Campbell's school. 
 

A quick acknowledgement of the 
"gatherings" since last I wrote, in addi-
tion to the 1930 photograph : 

• Haddon Cooper (1952-54) of 
Victoria, Australia, has sent us 
two photographs of the laying 
of concrete for the swimming 
pool, under the direction of Mr 
Bygate. 

• Ewan McGregor (1959-63) has 
provided two photographs from 
the 1960 & 61 Photo News, 
showing the crowd at the 
school's athletics sports, and the 
Coleman Shield shooting com-
petition where Capt Tom Car-
penter got a long service award.  
(Judith has also gone through 
her collection of Photo News 
searching out NBHS photo-
graphs). 

• Owen Brown, having a clean 
out of his extensive hoard has 
passed on a number of newspa-
per clippings. 

• Appearing mysteriously in my 
letterbox were some RAF pa-
pers detailing the crash of a 
Hudson aircraft in Khartoum, 
1943, that killed Old Boy Sam-
uel Lewis Pointon (1931). 

• Robert Kyle (1956-60) has di-
vested himself of his 1959 prize 
book, cup for Judging Friesian 
Cattle and his school cap.  That 
latter caused a good deal of 
consternation around the Asso-
ciation table - it had NOT been 
denobbed, and therefore, some 
claimed, Robert was not a RE-
AL Old Boy!  I resisted the 
pressure to let them tear it off 
there and then. 

Finally, we have made arrangements 
with Donald Stuart (1957-60) for him to 
frame three sets of medals for us to hang 
in the Memorial Library. 
Phillip Rankin  -  Archivist 

Measure of OZMeasure of OZMeasure of OZMeasure of OZ    

Napier Boys’ High School old Boy David 
Kaye (1950-51) was the Umpire in August 
2016 when Bowls Heretaunga (Hastings) 
created history in hosting the first Profes-
sional Bowling Association (PBA) Chal-
lenge between Australia and New Zealand.  
David, the Bowls Taradale member, turned 
80 the week after, said “There is a little 
more to measuring to do and that sort of 
thing.  You have to be pretty exact with it.”  
The affable David Kaye carries a tool kit 
handy for measuring. How exact?  Carpen-
ter or motor mechanic- like precision?  
“Oh better.  It ranges from long distance to 
using a feeler gauge to separate the bowls 
from the jack,” said Kaye, who has been a 
PBA umpire for seven years but has pre-
sided over outdoor bowls for two decades.  
Bowlers patiently wait on the bank while 
he measures.  “They have to [take my 
word for it] because once I get the result, I 
push the shot away.”  He said, mindful 
money is involved and the situation can 
become a little tense, but he hasn’t come 
across anything untoward yet. 
David Kaye, sees his umpiring service as 
giving something back to a code that has 
given him so much.  “It’s a relaxing 
game,“ said the retired fire officer, who 
hopes to keep rolling out the mat as long as 
he can.  David Kaye has played bowls 
since 1982, starting at Omarunui Club and 
has been with Taradale for the last 16 
years.  He won a club champs at Omarunui 
in 1999 and that year went on to clinch the 
Hawke’s bay champion-of-champions 
crown.  Incidentally, Australia won the 
Challenge. 
HB Today/Chris Geddis 



 

POLSON BANNER 
LUNCHEON 

 
This year ushered in the inaugural Pol-
son Banner luncheon.  The Old Boys 
association has been searching for 
events that would attract Old Boys to 
attend school events on a regular basis.  
The idea was posed to hold occasional 
luncheons in association with key 
sporting fixtures.  In this regard it was 
hard to look past one of the school’s 
iconic sporting fixtures, that being the 
Polson Banner. 
This year’s luncheon was attended by 
170 Old boys and supporters.  A beau-
tiful luncheon was complimented by 
guest speaker Hamish McKay.  Ex TV3 
presenter, Hamish was more important-
ly a member of the 1982 and ‘83 suc-
cessful Palmerston North Boys 1st XV 
sides.  He was an outstanding choice as 
our first guest speaker, regaling guests 
with stories of the 83/84 games and 
then his experiences with calling All 
Black and World Cup games. 
It was excellent to have NBHS All 
Black Richard Turner, amongst guests.  
He was invited to the stage by Hamish 
to share a few stories. 
The lunch finished with coffee and a 
brownie to take to reserved seats on the 
grandstand. 
NBHS 1st XV had an excellent game 
but a late comeback by Palmerston 
North drew the game 17 all and re-
tained the Banner in Palmy hands.  De-
spite this it was an excellent mix of 
hospitality and sport which brought 
many old boys back to the school. 
This year’s event was a real success 
and sets up the opportunity for more 
regular fixtures.  As a minimum you 
can be sure that the bi-annual Polson 
Banner clash (when hosted in Napier) 
is firmly on the calendar for future 
lunch, speaker, and game opportunities.  
 Chris Tremain 

Bronzed 
Former school mates and old boys of Napier Boys’ High School, Daniel Begley 
(2003-2007) and Brett Thomson (2003-2007), have just returned from the ITU 
World Championship Long Distance Multisport event in Oklahoma USA.  The event 
consisting of a two-lap 4 km swim, a 120km bike ride, and three-lap 30km run. on 
September 25 2016.  “You have seven hours to contemplate to think about things so 
you just try to push on through and think of having a beer or two at the end of it”,  
says Daniel Begley after claiming a bronze medal in the 26-29 men’s age group 
grade of the 2016 ITU Long Distance World Championship.   

The 26 year old from Hawke’s Bay, who now lives and works in Auckland as a 
Physiotherapist at Middlemore Hospital, was competing in his first world champion-
ship.  “The conditions were horrible so the time just went out of the window,” says 
Begley when asked what his time was, after clocking 7h 40m 40s to cover the three 
disciplines.  “It was really hot and very windy which made the swimming, biking 
and running quite tricky.”  Daniel Begley attended Otago University from 2008 be-
fore graduating with his physiotherapy degree, tamed the Hefner Lake (the water 
reservoir for Oklahoma City that only allowed swimming for the world champs) 
course in 1h 11m 51s, which turned out to be his forte. To put his swim time into 
perspective, Begley was about 12 minutes faster than the grade winner, American 
Zachary Miller, who clinched the gold medal on a total course time of 7hr 28m 29s.  
However, it didn’t take long for the heat and humidity of the Oklahoma countryside 
to make matters complex.  Begley lost his 12 minute advantage in the bike ride 
(3:48:18) and another 10 minutes (2:44:38) in the run.  The course, mostly rural, 
offered a series of “mildly undulating hills”.  The running leg comprised three laps 
of 10km each staged on the flat and fast closed course of the Hefner Lake.  Begley 
engaged “in a little bit of cross country and swimming while growing up in Napier. 
Fellow former NBHS pupil Brett Thomson also competed in Begley’s grade, finish-
ing 14th in a time of 9:52:26.  Thomson clocked 1:29:51 in the swim leg, 3:56:59 on 
the bike and 4:23:10 in the run.  Begley said Thomson had competed at Cozumel in 
Mexico only a week before on the standard distance championship. 
Chris Geddis/HB Today 

Daniel Begley 
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Dr Peter David Martin (1953-1957) 
ONZM (Officer of New Zealand Order of Merit) 

Of Wellington  -  For Services to Tobacco Control 
He attended Napier Boys’ High School and Otago University, MB ChB 
1963, MRACP 1968, FRACP 1973.  He was Physician in Respiratory 
Diseases Wellington Hospital 1971-; Clinical Lecturer in Medicine, 

Wellington School 
of Medicine 1978-:  
His interests includ-
ed management of 
most common lung 
diseases.  Dr Peter 
Martin was a respir-
atory physician until 
his retirement in 
2014 and made a 
long-term contribu-
tion to reducing 
smoking in New 
Zealand.  Practicing 
at Wellington Hospi-
tal in the 1960s Dr 
Martin noted high 

rates of lung cancer and Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease in 
patients who smoked, leading him to conduct and publish research in 
support of tobacco control and the establishment of smoke-free envi-
ronments.  He was the first in New Zealand to initiate discussions with 
the British company, who at the time, supplied the cessation product 
Nicotine Replacement Therapy (NRT), which was eventually brought 
to New Zealand.  Currently $7 million is invested in NRT annually as 
part of New Zealand’s tobacco control programme.  He established a 
pioneering stop smoking clinic at Wellington Hospital in 1985, provid-
ing group–based behavioural support and optional NRT and achieved 
high quitting rates.  His political activities include attempts at promot-
ing legislation to restrict smoking in public places, ban tobacco adver-
tising and promotion.  He became Quitline’s Medical Advisor in 2001, 
and remained in this part-time role until 2014.  Dr Martin made a posi-
tive contribution to the development of Quitline’s leading evidence-
based service by advising on behavioural support methodology, the use 
of NRT and other pharmacotherapies and staff training.  He was chair-
man, Division of Medicine, Wellington Hospital Board, 1985-88; 
Member Ethics Committee, Wellington Area Health Board; Councillor, 
Royal Australasian College of Physicians; New Zealand Committee 
Member (Chairman, New Zealand Committee 1982-86). Chris Geddis 

 

Peter David Wilson (1955-1958) 
MNZM (Member of New Zealand Order of Merit) 

Of Otaki  -  For Services to Business 
Peter Wilson says he has had “a few jobs” in Hawke’s Bay including 
an accounting practice (Wimsett and Wilson) and on then on his own 
account.  Chairmanships of Hawke’s Bay District Health Board and 
Napier Port, as well as directorships of Hawke’s Bay Farmers Meat 
Company and Hawke’s Bay Newspapers when the region was home to 

two daily newspa-
pers (The Daly Tele-
graph and HB Her-
ald Tribune).  He is 
no stranger to 
change, being “in the 
thick of it” when 
Napier Public Hospi-
tal closed and chair-
ing the former 
Hawke’s Bay Farm-
ers Meat Company 
during industry re-
structuring in the 
1980s that led to 
thousands of job 
losses.  He became a 
director of Eastern 

Queen’s Birthday Honours 2016 
Three former Napier Boys’ High School pupils were awarded honours in the Queen’s Birthday honours 

and Central Savings Bank and its successors, which led to a long asso-
ciation with banking and his departure from Hawke’s Bay to Welling-
ton in 2000.  He was director and chairman of Trust Bank New Zealand 
when it was acquired by Westpac.  He was Westpac New Zealand 
chairman from 2006 until 2015, guiding Westpac through the global 
financial crisis.  After the 2010 and 2011 Canterbury earthquakes, he 
oversaw the establishment of the Westpac Business and Community 
Hub and the Canterbury Care Fund, as well as several other local and 
national fundraising initiatives.  He sat on the Westpac Banking Corpo-
ration’s board of directors in Australia from 2003 to 2012, and was a 
member of the New Zealand Markets Disciplinary Tribunal until 2013. 
He is an independent director of Farmlands, chairman of Arvida Group, 
PF Olsen Group and deputy chairman of Meridian Energy. HB Today/Chris 

Geddis 

 

Murray Ian Mansfield (1985-1989) 
QSM (Queens Service Medal) 

Of Palmerston North  -  For Services to Pipe Bands 
Napier Boys’ High School Old Boy Murray Mansfield has been award-
ed the Queens Service Medal for services to pipe bands and has dedi-
cated it to the man who “gave the bagpipes to me”- his father Ian Mans-
field (Old Boy 1950-1952, in the original NBHS pipe band set up by 
teacher the late Bruce Fordyce.  Ian was also a bagpipe tutor from 1987
-1992 and has been involved with NBHS Band from time to time since 
then).  Murray Mansfield has been playing the pipes since about the age 
of 8, and is  one of New Zealand’s top bagpipers, who has played with 
seven pipe bands, is a multi-time winner of premier solo piping compe-
titions and whose music has been heard around the world.  “Mum 
(NBHS Assn Secretary, Judith Craigie) and Dad both played bagpipes, 
so not playing wasn’t an option, he said.  “It was just a big part of my 
life growing up.”  He was a member of the NBHS pipe band and in 
1988 was awarded a Storkey Medallion for gaining national honours in 
piping  -  a much treasured possession.  
As well as playing in nine World Championships in Scotland, Murray’s 
accolades include being the lone piper at Sir Edmund Hillary’s funeral, 
and at the 90th anniversary and centennial Anzac Day ceremonies at 
Gallipoli.  He also composes pieces, such as the laments he was com-
missioned to write and which he played at the ceremony for the return 
of the Unknown Warrior, and “We Will Remember Them” which he 

played at the centen-
nial ceremonies at 
Gallipoli. 
“It was a huge hon-
our to be there, “he 
said. “I think the 
entire [defence force] 
contingent was there 
to do something for 
the New Zealanders 
[who died] in Tur-
key… there was a 
huge sense of pride.” 
The man “born and 
bred” in Napier has 
resided in Palmerston 
North, based mostly 
at Ohakea Air Force 
Base, since joining 

the Royal New Zealand Air Force in 1989.  Performing at military 
events had led Murray to “getting more gigs”, he said, such as being 
designated Queen’s Piper for the 2003 royal visit to New Zealand.  
“I’ve been lucky,” he said.  “I’ve been in the right place at the right 
time.”  As well as teaching him to play, Murray said his father (Ian) 
also taught him to “give back”.  He does this by teaching the instrument 
to as many as he can, and often for free.  He has tutored in pipe bands 
in Marlborough, Nelson, Wairarapa, Manawatu and Tawa since 1991, 
been a piping tutor at the national piping summer schools in Palmerston 
North and Christchurch since 1997, and has tutored solo pipers since 
1999.  Now he is passing on his knowledge to another generation, by 
teaching one of his daughters the instrument.   
HB Today/Chris Geddi 



Gamman, Roger 1957-1959 
Gannaway, Peter Rowan 1964-1968 
George, Raymond Herbert 1941-1942 
Heath, Colin 1954-1958 
Helliwell, Grayson Edgar (Gray) (Staff) 1987-2007 
Hill, John Raymond 1961-1963 
Hilton, Peter Graham 1942-1944 
Holderness, Timothy Watson (Assn) 1948-1950 
Hughes, Roy 1944-1945 
Jacobson, Peter Raymond (Assn) 1952-1955 
Jones, Andrew Clarence (Assn) 1953-1955 
Langley, John Oswald (Jack) 1940-1944 
Lindsay, Neil Alistair 1951 
Lougher, John Hugh 1968-1969 
Malcolm, Rex William 1946 
Marsh, John Howard 1957-1960 
McCay, Robert Baker (Assn) 1944-1946 
McLennan Ian Lymburn (Assn) 1935-1936 
McLeod, Allan Duncan 1953-1957 
Moody, Graham Allan 1953 

Nevard, Garth Owen 1942 
Nicholls, John Samuel 1980-1961 
Nuttall, Wilfred (Wilf) 1936-1937 
Pene, Steven Howard Ropitini 1967-1969 
Read, Kevin Campbell 1951 
Reti, Frederick Roi Maadi 1964-1967 
Robertson, Alexander David (Sandy) 1948-1959 
Scott, Eric Albert 1939-1940 
Sherning, Desmond Hill (Des) 1931-1933 
Short, Ian Gordon (Assn) 1947-1951 
Smith, Max William 1940 
Smith, Roger Allan 1983-1987 
Spence, Richard John (Assn) (Dux 1958) 1954-1958 
Taylor, David (Assn) 1942-1945 
Thompson, Andrew Brian (Andy) 1952-1954 
Turton, John Dean (Teacher) 1966-1972 
Willis, Brian Jeffery Terry (Terry) 1957-1958 
Zachan, Dennis Alan 1956-1957 
“Columns” expresses sincere condolences to the 
families of these Old Boys, Staff and Assn members.  
Chris Geddis 

Last Roll CallLast Roll CallLast Roll CallLast Roll Call    
The following Old Boys, ex-Staff and Assn mem-
bers passed away recently: 

Alexander, Allister Phillip 1940-1943 
Andrew, Maurice Francis 1936-1939 
Atkinson, William Gamby 1952 
Bairstow, Geoffrey Spencer 1958-1959 
Battersby, Phillip Anthony 1961 
Bee, John Reginald 1964 
Brown, Alan Ian 1964-1965 
Bruce, Wesley Basil (Wes) 1941-1945 
Butcher, Charles Stanley (Stan) (Assn) 1936-1940 
Castles, Douglas Bryan (Dougie) 1960-1961 
Cornish, Ronald Iain 1988-1991 
Cullen, David George 1961-1962 
Darling, Murray (Teacher) 1954-1956 
Edgecombe, Douglas (Doug) (Assn) 1938-1939 
Edgecombe, Kenneth David 1953-1955 
Finch, Phillip John 1940-1943 
Forrest, Donald Bruce (Don) 1948 

OBITUARIESOBITUARIESOBITUARIESOBITUARIES    
Technologies, Heinz-Wattie, Parliamentary Ser-
vices Hansard Project, Inland Revenue Depart-
ment, Infoscan Ltd, Bell Gully, Energy Efficiency 
& Conservation Authority, and the New Zealand 
Qualifications Authority. 
 

He authored 13 books, published articles in 10 
journals, and produced 11 conference papers, 3 
occasional papers and 7 e-publications. 
 

Following intensive preparation and study, Dr 
Spence was ordained an Anglican self-supporting 

“worker” priest in 1995, minis-
tering in Maori, in the work-
place, on the marae, in peo-
ple’s homes, in the churches, at 
the graveside, using English or 
te reo.  His service to the Pake-
ha Anglican Church included 
time as chairman of the Board 
of Diocesan Trustees, acting 
chief executive officer of Wai-
apu Anglican Social Services 
Trust in 2013, and priest asso-
ciate in Taradale (1996-2001), 
Miramar (2002-2005) and 
Waiapu Cathedral Napier 
(2003-2011).  At the time of 
his death he was Chaplain to 
the Mission to Seafarers at the 
Port of Napier. 

 

He was an active Rotarian for 44 years and was 
awarded with a Paul Harris Fellowship in 2016. 
HB Today/Chris Geddis 
 

Charles Stanley (Stan) Butcher 
QSM 

(NBHS 1936-1940) 
 

In Early November I received a telephone call 
from the son-in-law of one of our distinguished 
Old Boys and keen supporter of the Association, 
to tell me of the loss of Charles Stanley (Stan) 
Butcher QSM. 
 

Stan frequently sent me clippings from the Wel-
lington Dominion Post if his old school had a 
mention.  He had attended year-group reunions 
with his brother-in-law, Brian Painter (NBHS 
1937-41) and on the occasion of a 90th birthday 
visit to Napier I had the pleasure of showing Stan 
and his family around the school. 
 

A day or two after the telephone call a letter came 
from Cliff Couch (NBHS 1938-41) with whom I 

Rev Dr Richard John Spence 
 February 3 1941- September 21 2016 

(NBHS 1954-1958)  
Richard Spence was born in Christchurch in 
1941 and raised in Hawke’s Bay, attending 
school at Napier Central School, Napier Inter-
mediate and Napier Boys’ High School, (1954-
1958) where he was Dux in 1958.  With a Mas-
ter of Science (Hons in 
Mathematics) from Victoria 
University and a post-
graduate Batchelor of Edu-
cation gained during sec-
ondary teacher training in 
Auckland, he held a Junior 
Lectureship in mathematics 
before joining the then, 
Colenso High School in 
1964 to teach mathematics 
and physics. 
 

He co-wrote “The Shape of 
Mathematics”, a best seller 
that reshaped the teaching 
of mathematics during the 
1970’s.  Seeking his adult 
education skills, Massey 
University appointed him lecturer-in-charge 
university extension, and later senior lecturer in 
business information systems.  Pioneering re-
search in the developing field of computer 
education gained him a PhD in 1976, with his 
publications creating a foundation for the main-
streaming of computer science in New Zealand 
education.  Visiting fellowships included Chi-
na, USA and France. 
 

Returning to Colenso High School he lead 
computer education for another seven years.  
Dr Spence furthered his skills in software de-
velopment and information processing to a 
point where his specialist IT knowledge was in 
high demand. 
 

As corporate services manager for the Napier 
City Council, he developed the computerisation 
of the Napier Public Library.  He left that role 
in 1989 to work on signature projects for vari-
ous agencies, including, Richmond Meats, 
Enza International, Land Transport Safety Au-
thority, Computerland Hawke’s Bay, Link 

had enjoyed a long phone conversation while 
recently passing through Paraparaumu.  He too, 
had noted Stan's passing and wrote: 
 

"He was a bit ahead of me at NBHS but we 
were closely associated as members of the Na-
pier South Scout Troop which met in the Pres-
byterian Church Hall on the corner of Todd 
Street & Nelson Crescent (now housing).  He 
served as an artillery officer in WWII in Italy 
and this was followed by a distinguished career 
as a primary school teacher and principal.  His 
work with the Royal Forest and Bird Society 
was recognised with the QSM.  I remember 
Stan as a born leader and a very upright citi-
zen.  He featured in the NBHS honours lists in 
his day". 
 

Stan was a prefect and in 1940 received the 
Ashcroft Cup for All-Round Excellence.  Be-
ginning in 2001 Stan began to divest himself of 
the mementos of his school days, to the enrich-
ment of our archives collection, these included 
his miniature cups (Ashcroft and Senior Physi-
cal Drill Champion), book prizes, prefect's 
badge, his collection of Scindians and finally, 
in 2006, his 1940 school tie.  In return we sent 

him a NBH-
SA tie which 
I am sure he 
wore with 
pride.  Stan 
had retired to 
Lower Hutt. 
 

We, here at 
the school, 
join Old 
Boys like 
Cliff in fare-
welling a 
good friend 

and fine man.  Enjoy the 'Dawn Chorus' Stan. 
 

Cliff lives at the Sevenoaks Village at Parapa-
raumu where, until recently, he had the compa-
ny of two other Old Boys, now sadly passed 
on : Bill Tucker (NBHS 1937-40) and Bob 
Barlow (NBHS 1936-40).  I am sure that any 
other Old Boys in the area who got in touch 
with Cliff would enjoy swopping stories of the 
Foster Years, he is a 'professional' story-teller 
having provided Radio NZ with "Sounds His-
torical" items on topics like Barracks Week and 
the School's 1940 celebrations.  Phillip Rankin 


